Semen Cryopreservation and Banking for the Conservation of Neotropical Carnivores.
Neotropical carnivores include a large number of threatened and endangered species. It is critical to develop conservation efforts to ensure the sustainability of populations in situ and ex situ. The highest priorities are to protect natural habitats and better understand the biology of rare species. Conservation efforts also are directed toward the implementation of breeding programs and the development of reproductive biotechnologies in which the cryopreservation of male gametes plays a major role. It also is fundamental to create semen banks that contribute to maintaining genetic diversity in small and endangered populations. The present article aims at reviewing the state of the art in cryopreservation of semen from neotropical carnivores and discuss the development of systematic banking for the conservation of these understudied species.